The Indian squaw is wont to steal off into the woods for her confinement.
Alone or accompanied by a female relative or friend she leaves the village, as she feels the approach of labour, to seek some retired spot; upon the banks of a stream is the favourite place the world over, the vicinity of water, moving water, if possible, is sought, so that the young mother can bathe herself and her child, and return to the village cleansed and purified when all is over. In winter, a temporary shelter is erected in the vicinity of the family lodge by those who make the solitude of the forest their lying-in chamber in milder weather.
Some of the Sioux tribes, the Blackfeet and the Uncapapas, are in the habit of arranging a separate lodge, generally a temporary one, for the occasion; as also do the Klamaths, the Utes, and others. The Comanches construct a shelter for parturient women a short distance outside of the camp' and in the rear of the patient's family lodge.?Engelmann's Labor among Primitive Peoples, 1882, pp. 126-7.
